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WEEKLY HEALTH) REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are: not required tosubmit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
sistently about 1 percent below the actual strength of the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care and does not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioued is indicated }y the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


: Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due to enemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed inthe United States shown inthe chart onpage 7. 


~O- 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shown for individual stations. These 


data should be distinguished from the figures for “honorable discharges fot 


physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition toCDD’s and 
are tabulated on asomewhat different basis (e.g., the Aprii data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 


_prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 


mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 


affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 15 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore incomputing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 


shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment fér the ee of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is atable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates fromallcauses, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for allcauses and for 
all diseases combined reported fromreception centers reflect a large number 


of venereal disease cases amongnewly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- — 


ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to inductiem, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 


bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. j 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

Morbidity from all causes decreased by almost 5 
percent during the week ending 30 March 1945, being 
reported at 599 per year per thousand strength which 
is the lowest rate reported so far this year. The . 
current week's admission rate is about 10 percent 
lower than during the corresponding week of 1944, with 
more than half of the difference being due to low mor— 
bidity from respiratory causes. Morbidity from disease 
likewise decreased by about 5 percent during the cur— 
rent week being reported at 550 per thousande 


The admission rate from injury increased slightly 
to 49 per thousand which is below the experience for 
the year to date. However, it should be borne in mind 
that the injury rates reported since October 1944 are 
not strictly comparable with those prior to that time 
because of the directive (issued 29 September 1944) 
which provided for the reporting of injuries existing 
prior to entry into active service and of readmissions 
for injury under "disease" rather than under "injury", 
as was formerly done. 


Respiratory Causes? 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased by 


more than 10 percent during the current week being 
reported at 141 per thousand. This admission rate is 
almost 25 percent lower than for the corresponding week 
of 1944 and is lower than that experienced during any 
week this year except for the week ending 5 January 
which was only slightly lower. 


The admission rate for pneumonia decreased slight— 


ly to 13 per thousand which is about 10 percent lower 
than for the corresponding week of 1944. 
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Common Communicable Diseases? 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding cases 
contracted prior to entry on active service, decreased 
to 42 per thousand. This decrease reflects in part the 
normal cyclical trend during the month since the lowest 
rate usually occurs during the first week or at the 
very end of the previous month, followed by a steady 
rise thereafter until the latter part of the monthe The 
current week's rate exceeds the highest rate recorded 
during any week of 1944. 


The admission rate for diarrhea and dysentery 
decreased to 5 per thousand which is slightly below the 
minimum rate recorded so far this year (and in fact 
during all of 1944), and thus continues at the antici- 
pated low seasonal levele The numbers of new cases of 
measles, mumps and scarlet fever all decreased by about 
LO percent during the current week. The number of new | 
cases of meningitis dropped from 34 in the previous 
week to 20 for the current week which is the lowest 
number reported for any week this year. There were 7 
new cases of poliomyelitis reported, of which 6 were at 
Fort McClellan, Ala. (with1 death). 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
All Causes: Disease and Injury: 

The admission rate for disease decreased in all 
Service Commands, with the greatest decreases (10 per— 
cent or more) being reported by the Second, Third, 
Fifth, and Seventh Service Commands and the Military 
District of Washington. 


The First Service Command reported the highest 
morbidity from all causes (684 per thousand) and from 
disease (647 per thousand). The lowest admission rates 
from all causes (530 per thousand) and from disease 
(502 per thousand) were reported by the Military Dis= 

rict of Washington, closely followed by the Seventh 
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COMMENT ON GURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


Service Command (560 per thousand). 


The Fourth and Eighth Service Conmmarids reported 
the highest morbidity from injury (about 58 per thou- 
sand), while all other Service Commands except the 
Fifth and Ninth reported admission rates of less than 
40 per thousand. 


Respiratory Causes: 
Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. decreased 


in every Service Comnand, with the greatest decreases 
(20 percent or more) being reported by the Second, 
Third, and Fifth Service Commands and the Military Dis- 
trict of Washington. The highest morbidity from these 
causes was reported by the Eighth Service Command (163 
per thousand), While the lowest was registered by the 
Second Service Comnand (117 per thousand). 


The admission rate from pneumonia decreased in 
most Service Commands although only relatively moderate 
changes occurred. The Fifth Service Command reported 


the highest morbidity from this cause (17 per thousand), 


| Common Commnicable Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases, excluding EPIS 
cases, decreased in all Service Commands except the 
First and Fifth where slight increases were reported; 
| the admission rate dropped by more than 10 percent in 
the Third and Seventh Service Commandse The highest 
morbidity from these causes was again reported by the 
Third Service Command (60 per thousand), with most of 
| the other Commands having rates of about 40 to 50 per 
thousand. 


All Service Commands continued to report exception~- 


ally low morbidity froa diarrhea and dysentery, with 
only the First and Eighth having rates in excess of 5 
per thousand. 


evento =} e Ong 


RESTRICTED 


and decreased sharply from the 


The number of new cases of measles in the 


relatively high level of the previous week. The number 
of new cases of mumps declined in most Service Commands 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATEs 

The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the continental United States is estimated at 33.0 per 
thousand strength for the week ending 30 March as com- 
pared with approximately 35 per thousand for the cor- 
responding week of 1944. The mean number of non- 
effectives in this country, including evacuees from 
overseas, rose to 89.9 per thousand. 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREAT: ENT s March 19 

The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
34,400 or about 400 less than at the end of the pre- 
vious week. Non-battle injury patients remaining num 
bered 43,700. The number of battle casualty patients 
remaining increased by about 3,700 to number 71,113. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABITITY FOR DISCHARGE: 

During the week ending 30 March there were 5,067 
enlisted men discharged by CDD or about 300 more than 
the previous week, About 54 percent of these discharges 
were reported by General Hospitals. Included among the 
5,067 CDD's were 2,318 neuropsychiatric cases. 
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SERVICE COMMAND PER 1000 STRENGTH PER 1000 STRENGTH NUMBER OF CASES DEATHS cS 

AND * : mo 
STATION : of [222/35 § gle the 2c lee sz lee] 8 = [22a 
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ou wu o> ay wW = ou O2z]wu pw Te a. 4 = Pat 
2 |Es2j}6 6 % * j2z\le .|*t j2z] 2 


QURTH SERVICE COMMAND (Cont'd) 


Keesler Field, Miss. (RH) 


Macbill Field, Fla. 


Maxwell Field, Ala, (RH) 
RH) 


McClellan, Ft 


Ale 


McPherson, "t., Ga. 
Miami Beach, Fla, 
AAF Redist. Sta. 


Oglethorpe 


Ft., Ga. 


Orlando AAFTC, Fla. (RH) 


Robins Field, Ga. (RH) 


bucke D 


Shelb 


Cp. 


Miss, (RH 


Sibert, Cp., Ala. 


Tyndall Field, Fla. 


Wheele D Ga 


TOTAL@4LL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & } 


197818 
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Cp., Ind. 


Knox, Ft., Ky. (RH) 


Lockbourns AAB, Ohio 


Wright Field, Ohio 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 


‘| SIXTH SERVICE COMMAND 


104235 


| i 
nn |» 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER ae 
5000 STR, & MISC 4 42462 439 416 109 | 11 5 54 6 ee 1 
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a REPORT NO. _13 2 
WEEK ENDING $0 March 1945 INDIVIDUAL STATIONS 


NUMBER 
OF 

. SERVICE COMMAND DEATHS 
, AND 


STATION 


NUMBER OF 
DISPOSITIONS 
BY CDD 


COLDS, 
INFLUENZA, 
ETC. 
PNEUMONIA 
CINGLUDING 
ATYPICAL) 
DIARRHEA 
AND 
OYSENTERY 
VENEREAL 
(EXCLUDING 
EPTS*) 
MEASLES 
SCARLET 
FEVER 
w'COCCIC 
MENINGITIS 
RHEUMATIG 
FEVER 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 
INFECTIOUS 
HEPATITIS 
ALL CAUSES 
INJURY 


SERVICE COMMAND — 


Crowder, Cp., Mo. (RH) 


Des Moines, Ft., Iowa 


F. E. Warren, Ft., Wyo. (RH) 


Jefferson Bks., Mo. # 


4 Leavenworth, Ft., Kans. 


Walker AAF, Kans. 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 5 
: 5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 106945 
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CES 
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WEEK ENDING 350 March 1945 


NUMBER 


OF 
AND 


STATION STRENGTH 
ase INJURY 
CAUSES 


EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND 672102 


NUMBER OF 
DISPOSITIONS 
BY CDD 


12) 
(=) 
al 
°o 
oO 


INFLUENZA, 
ETC 
PNEUMONIA 
(INGLUDING 
ATYPIGAL) 
DIARRHEA 
AND 
DYSENTERY 
MEASLES 
M’COGCIG 
MENINGITIS 
FEVER 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 


Oo 
& 
4 
= 
=) 
Ww 
= 
x 


ALL CAUSES 


INFECTIOUS 
HEPATITIS 


Alamagordo AAB, N. Mex. 


Amarillo AAF, Tex. (RH) 


Barksdale Field, La. (RH) 5 
Bliss, Ft., Tex. 


Bowie, Cp., Tex. 
Clovis AAI’, N. Mex. | oz | 4 
Ellington Field, Tex. 
Ft. Worth AAF, Tex. 6631 

fest ef os [on Lm 


Hondo, Cp., Tex. 


Hood, Cp., Tex. # 


Howze, Cp., Tex. 


Jos. T, Robinson, Cp., Ark.(PH) 


Kelly Field, Tex. 


Laredo AAF, Tex. 


Livingston, Cp., 


Maxey, Cp., Tex. 


Midland AAF, Tex. 
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See a Ae ae 
‘ } 

i RAT 

| SERVICE COMMAND PER 1000 STRENGTH ADER 1G00 STRENGTH ™ NUMBER OF CASES 

) AND a 


STATION 
. a INJURY 
CAUSES 


EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND (Cont'd) 


BY CDD 


GOLDS, 

INFLUENZA, 

ETG. 
PNEUMONIA 
(INGLUDING 
ATYPICAL) 

DIARRHEA 

AND 

DYSENTERY 
VENEREAL 
(EXCLUQING 

EPTS*®) 

MEASLES 

SCARLET 

FEVER 

M’COCGIG 
MENINGITIS 
RHEUMATIC 

FEVER 
ATYPICAL 
PNEUMONIA 
INFEGTIOUS 
HEPATITIS 

NUMBER OF 
> DISPOSITIONS 


New Orleans PoE, La. 


Polk, Cp., La. (RE) 


Pyote AAF, Tex. (RH) 


Randolph Field, Tex. 


Roswell AAF, N. Mex. 


Sam Houston, Ft., Tex. # 


San Antonio, Tex. (RH) 
Avn. Cqt. Ctr. 


San Marcos AAF, Tex. 


I~ 
we ~ Cw w food rn 


Selman Field, La, 


Sheppard Field, Tex. (RH) 


| Sill, Ft., Okla. 


Swift, Cp., Tex. (RH) 


Wolters, Cp.» Tex. 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC, UNITS 


nm 


NINTH SERVICE COMMAND 


nw 


Beale, Cp., Calif. ‘ 
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” 
NUMBER. wz 
Loa) 
ANNUAL RAT ANNUAL CASE RATE _ 
AND * f a ao > lo o 4a On oo 
e S25|/2 ala o2 ib Se > 
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NINTH SERVICE COMMAND (Cont'd) 


Kingman AAF, Ariz. 


Las Vegas AAF, Nev. # 8721 531 495 fe ? 


Lemoore AAF, Calif. 5034 661 640 | 21? |145 , 
18? 


» 
@ 


QQ 
~ 


Lewis, Ft., Wash. # 30803 459 442 17 ($116 7? 
March Field, Calif. 5869 | 06 | 417 89 89 9? 


Mt. Home AAF, Idaho 519 


Muroc AAF, Calif. 548 446 102 +4117 29? 


~ 
“~ 


J Ord, Ft., Calif. (RH) 27500 599 | 554 45 159 | 119 


Pinedale, Cp., Calif. 8901 | 455 | 432 


Roberts, Cp., Calif. 


| Sante Ana AAB, Calif. (RH) 


Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


Tonopah AAB, Nev. 


Victorville AAF, Calif. 


0 
sa 
2 

~ 

nw 

~~ 


Yuma AAF, Ariz. 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 229107 621 
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LE | WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
ee ts LIST OF STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES eee ae tee 


945. STATIONS WITH STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER 
CURRENT | PREVIOUS CURRENT | PREVIOUS CURRENT|PREVIOUS 
STATION 
INJURY 


ALL CAUSES DISEASE : 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 


[Bawards, cp. wées | 1660 | 1544 | Eawarde, Cp., ase. | seis | isis | vos. 2. robinson, opearke | 203 | 1 
Miami Beach, Fla. Miami rey ee 
MAP Kedist, Sta. APY Reais Sere (cre ese 
Grier | ae | rn! fromenus, ove. @) | ue | aol Pamsur nme ow [oie [ee 
tte oct | ne | Pes Warren, Pts, Myo. goto, oa ies ae 
PE, Warren, Ft, Wyo. | 1014 | San uarcos aar, tex. | 1080 | 590 | crore, op, sc. | ne | ase 
re en Vc ec Ce 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION to PER I 
eee ee eee Senta Ane AAS, cali, 
one MER ERS 
es Ene ee PE 
a es Cee ee eer 
Croft, Opoy Ss Ce | 406 | 27 | nome, cp. tex. | ao | 2s rterte, op, cate, | ta | ae 
[dos. t. Robinson, op.» ark. | 397 _| 351 | Jos. t. Robinson, op., ark. | a7 | 42 | wocietim, re. ales | to] st_ 
jcordon, op. Gee | 595 | 470 | sicux vatis aan, supax. | 42 | s7_| wo orune stanton wim ¢ on upae casts | | 


VENEREAL (EXCLUDING EPTI ) DISEASE EXCLUDING VENEREAL EPTS 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 
Greenville AAB, S. C. pivmee 1.70 4 Edwards, Cp., Mass. 1615 1318 | (1) Reception Center or Stations; see Nature o 
Mi B h, Fla. the Data. ; 

Patrick Hen Cp., Va. ee oe sen.” a 1298 1087 | (2) Separation Center; see Nature of the Data. 
(3) Redistribution Stations; see Nature of the 

Gulfport AAF, Miss. Santa Ana AAB, a 1195 2199 Date. 

Boston PoE, lass. at | | Paz. Warren, Pts, Wyo. ae cs 

Swift, Cp., Tex. ae | San Marcos AAF, Tex. 1060 ae 

Shanks, Cpe, N. Le bs Cap ae Fannin, Cpe, Tex. 1028 977 | 


WEEK ENDING__°O March, 


Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 


Sioux Falls AAF, S. Dak. : 


are not reported in this table if they were so 
shown in last week's report. 


New Orleans PoE, La, 135 Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo. 


FORM SG-—396E, 12 NOVEMBER 1943 *includes Acute Bronchitis, Acute Rhinitis, Coryza, Acute Tonsillitis, Acute ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
Pharyngitis, Acute Nasopharyngitis, Acute Laryngitis, And Pleurisy. OFFICE, OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
RESTRICTED MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION 
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VOLUME y___ REPORT NO. 13 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


WEEK ENDING 30 March 19 5 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) (2) DIPHTHERIA (11) POLIOMYELITIS (7) AMEBIC DYSENTERY (13) ANKYLOSTOMIASIS (11 Re bee ae 
2-Croft, Cp.4 S. C. 2-Edwards, Cp., Mass (GH) |6-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 1-Keesler Field, Miss. 2-Foster G.H., Miss. \ 
l-England G.H., N. Y. 1-Knox, Ft., Kys 1-Newton D. Baker G.H.,W. Va.| 7-Brooke G.H., Tex. STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
1-Moore G.H., N. C. l-Mayo G.H., Ill. 2-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Barnes G.H., Wash. l-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 17-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md 
h-Letterman G.H., Calif. 1-Fort Worth AAF, Tex. 10-Keesler Field, Miss. 
1-Stoneman Cp., Calif. l-Harlingen AAF, Tex. 19-Truax Field, Wis. 
Delayed Report Week l-Harmon G.H., Tex. 1l-Leonard Wood, Ft., Mo. 
ending 23 March 19)5 1-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp., Ark. 29-Amarillo AAF, Tex. 
1-Bartow AAF, Fla, 1-Maxey, Cp., Tex. hu-San Marcos AAF, Tex. 


LISTING LIMITED TO 


RESTRICTE 


1-Palm Springs AAF, Calif. 
3-Santa Monica, Calif. 
AAF Redist. Sta, 


~~ 


GERMAN MEASLES 


26-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
10-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
12-Croft, Cp., Ss. Cc. 
14-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
25-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
12-Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 
19-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
36-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
112-Fannin, Cp., Tex. 
42-Hood, Cp., Tex. 
40-Jos. T. Robinson, >. Ark 
12-Wolters, CPs Tex. 


M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 

AT GENERAL HOSPITALS | 
AND STATIONS UNDER — 
5000 STRENGTH 


. TYPHUS FEVER (1). FILARIASIS (2) UNDULANT FEVER (1) KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (2) COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (6) 


1—{Prisoner of War l-Edwards, Cp., Mass. (GH) | 1-Santa Ana AAB, Calif. 1-Cushing G.H., Mass. -Pecos AAF, Tex. 
G.H. Noe 2, Tenn. 1-Bliss, Ft., Tex. l-Lee, Cp., Va. -Pyote AAF, Tex. 
-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
-Minter Field, Calif. 


1-Newark AAF, N. J. 
l-Laughlin AAF, La. 


STATIONS WHERE SULFONAMIDE 
PROPHYLAXIS OF RESPIRATOR 
DISEASES IS BEING EMPLOYED 
IN SOME OR ALL OF UNITS TULAREMIA (1) 


Keesler Field, Miss. 1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
Truax Field, Wis. 
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REVIEW OF HEALTH CONDITIONS, 1944 


OF THE DAT 
This Supplementary Health Report presents a 
review of the Army's morbidity experience in the conti- 
nental United States during 1944 and a comparison with 
1943, The experience is shown monthly for the country 
as a whole for 1943 and 1944 and also for each Service 
Command for 1944, The data, like those of the Weekly 
Health Reports, have been taken from Forms 86ab rendered 
weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
reporting unit in the continental United States. 


NATuU 


The figures presented here include corrections 
which were not available at the time that previous 
monthly summaries were prenared since they are com 
piled within three or four weeks after the close of 
the reporting period. 


The 1943 data presented here on pages 26 and 27 
are the same as those presented in the 1943 annual sum- 
mary in the Weekly Health Report for the week ending 24 
March 1944 (Vol. IV, Report No. 12), except that such 
data have been modified to a small extent for the 
month of September to take into account a necessary 
significant correction. 


In the discussion and in the detail tables each of 
the four or five week periods based on the number of 
Fridays in a particular calendar month is referred to 


as a "month", While annual rates based on each month's 
exoerience are entirely comparable, the absolute 
numbers of admissions (or deaths) for each such period 
are not; for this reason the symbol "$" has been 
entered in the first column of the detail tables to 
indicate the months which cover 5 weeks. Where no 
eases at all were reported, a dash "—" has been entered 
where 1 or more cases were REPOUN ES: but the rate is 


ass a¥sbe { De nousand ‘ iS nd 2teaq Dy 
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showing the rate as .0. Where data for a particular 
category were not available, this is indicated by the 
symbol "#", 


REVIEW OF 1943 AND 1944 EXPERIENCE 
All C DD bi 


The health of the Army in the continental United 
States continued very satisfactory throughout 1944. 
Admissions from all causes were reported at 631 per 
year per thousand strength in 1944 as compared with 
819 per thousand in 1943. Most of the low morbidity 
during 1944 is attributable to the very favorable 
experience from respiratory causes (which has con- 
tinued on into 1945). 


R C 

The 1944 admissio. rate from colds, influenza, 
etc. was only 147 per thousand or about 40 percent 
lower than the experience of 1942 and 1943. More- 
over, the 1944 morbidity is almost as low as the | 
minimum rates reported by the Army during non-epidemic 
years in peace-time (about 130 per thousand in 1930, 
1933, and 1934). 


Following the outbreak of respiratory infections 
in December 1943, there was a decline in the admis- 
sion rate throughout the early part of 1944; from ‘ 
June through November the rate was less than 100 per 
thousand in each month, and in December rose only 
slightly above this figure. 


The reported rate of admission from all forms 
of pneumonia wes about 25 percent lower in 1944 than 
in 1943. Atynical pneumonia has continued to account 
for an increasing proportion of total pneumonia 
admissions (namely, 60 percent in 1944 as compared 
with 40 vercent in 1943), | 


ie 
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REVIEW OF HEALTH CONDITIONS (CONT’D) 


i D 
Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery was about 
20 percent lower in 1944 as comared with 1943, which 
was in large part the result of fewer troops in train- 
ing in the field. 


Morbidity from venereal disease excluding cases 
which existed prior to entry on active service was at 
a notably higher level in 1944 than in 1943, the 
respective admission rates being 33 per thousand as 
contrasted with 26 per thousand. All of the increase 
was due to gonorrhea since morbidity from both syphilis 
and other venereal diseases declined in 1944, Because 
of the smaller number of men inducted into the Army 
in 1944, the admission rate from venereal EPTS cases 
decreased from 19 per thousand to 16 per thousand. 


The incidence of measles, mumps, and scarlet 
fever was notably lower in 1944 than in 1943, and in 
respect to the first two, lower than in 1942. The 
admission rates for measles and mumps for 1944 were 
about 50 percent lower than for 1943, while for 
scarlet fever the decrease was about 15 percent. 


Other Communicable Diseases 

Morbidity from meningitis was at a notably lower 
level during 1944 than during 1943, but nonetheless. 
was appreciably above the low level maintained during 
1942. 


Morbidity from rheumatic fever was at a slightly 
higher level during 1944 than during 1943 and notably 
higher than during 1942 (although it is believed that 
there was considerable under-statement in reporting 
in 1942 and also to a smaller degree in 1943). 


Morbidity from tuberculosis was somewhat lower 
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during 1944 than during 1942 and appreciably lower 
than during 1942. During the entire year 1944 the 
admission rate from this cause remained at a level 
of about 1.0 per thousand. 


Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United 
States continued in 1944 at the same relatively low 
level (.2 per thousand). However, because of the 
increasing number of individuals returned to this 
country who had contracted malaria overseas, the 
admission rate from malaria acquired outside this 
country increased from 1.2 per thousand in 1943 to 
7.8 per thousand in 1944, 


Neuropsychiatric Disorders 

The admission rate for neuropsychiatric disorders 
increased from 27 per thousand in 1943 to 36 per 
thousand in 1944, In large part, this increase 
resulted from changes in directives and definitions. 
During 1944 the admission rate rose from a level of 
about 30 per thousand during January to June to a 


‘peak of about 48 per thousand for September to 


December, 


Prior to March 1944, there was not complete 
reporting of the sub-division of neuropsychiatric 
cases as between psychiatric and organic neurological 
However, for the United States as a whole, estimates 
have been made for Jantiary and February, but these 
have not been carried out by Service Command. Only 8 - 
percent of the total neuropsychiatric cases have been 
classified organic neurological. 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
uider treatment rose from about 15,000 at the end of 
1943 to a peak of almost 23,000 at the end of 1944, 


- 2h - 
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REVIEW OF HEALTH CONDITIONS (CONT’D) 


This rise occured for both open and locked ward cases 
and is attributable to both the increased number of 
neuropsychiatric admissions in this country and to the 
largé numbers of neuropsychiatric cases transferred 
from overseas (who are not counted against the neuro- 
peychiatric admission rates for this country). 


I 


Morbidity from injury continued to decrease through- 


out 1944, being renorted at an average of about 70 ver 
thousand during January to September as contrasted with 
80 per thousand for 1943, and this the lowest rate from 
this cause revorted in recent years. In September the 
definition of "injury" was modified so as to exclude 
readmitted cases and EPTS cases. In large part, as 

a result of the gradual adoption of this new definition, 
the reported admission rate from injury decreased 
sharply following September, and for December it was 
only 55 per thousand. 


Mortality 

Recent studies indicate that the reporting of 
deaths on Forms 86ab is incomplete, especially in the 
case of deaths from injury. The resulting underetate- 
ment in the mortality rate from injury may be as much 
as 15 percent and occasionally even more, but the 
death rate from disease is not materially understated. 


It may also be noted that for some months the 
number of deaths from all causes as shown in this 
report exceeds the total of the dieease deaths and the 


injury deaths. 
RESTRICTED 


The reason for this is that occasionally 


es pe 


a few battle casualty deaths among evacuees originally 
classified as "battle casualty" have been properly 
included with total desths. 


During 1944 the mortality rate from disease 
was practically the same as in 1943 (.57 per thousand 
as compared with .58 per thousand). However, the 
death rate from injury (after adjustment for 15 per- 
cent under-reporting) for 1944 was 2.15 per thousand 
as compared with 1.87 per thousand in 1943. The 
increase is in large part attributable to the fact 
that the Army Air Force, which necessarily has high 
mortality from aircraft accidents, made up a larger 
proportion of the Army in this country in 1944 than 
in 1943. 
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meee MEAN 
‘ MONTH STRENGTH ALL CAUSES DISEASE INJURY 


PNEUMONIA 
(INCLUDING 
ATYPICAL) 


DIARRHEA VENEREAL 


(EXCLUDING 
EPTsS) 


NEURO- 
PSYCHIATRIC att te 
CASES 


AND MEASLES 
DYSENTERY 


ANNUAL 


1022 850 951 780 


964 777 884 708 
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